
AFGHANISTAN – In the course of her country’s 
turbulent past, Homiara’s husband was killed in an 
explosion.  She was forced to take her six children and 
flee her home.  When she returned, her home was gone.  
Now living in the capital, Kabul, Homiara joined CARE’s 
poultry program.  With the money she earns selling 
chickens and eggs, Homiara sends her children to 
school.  Rona, her 15-year-old, wants to become a 
doctor.  “I hope my children become educated and have 
a good life,” Homiara says.  “Before, women had to 
hide their faces and could not work.  Now, I feel very 
positive about the future.”

GUATEMALA – Francisca is an excellent student who 
excels in science.  She wants to be a teacher and knows 
how important it is to continue her education.  Yet her 
mother, Maria, worries about paying for uniforms and 
books while raising four girls on her own.  Maria eagerly 
participates in CARE-supported initiatives, including 
serving as president of a group that is growing mushrooms 
as a cash crop.  Maria says she gets more than economic 
benefits from the women’s association – she received 
much-needed emotional support when her husband 
abandoned their family.  Maria also has the opportunity 
to counsel and encourage women who are going through 
what she went through.

BANGLADESH – Nine years ago, Swarasati’s husband 
abandoned her and their little girl, Lima.  She worked 
as a servant to try and survive.  Thankfully, Swarasati 
enrolled in a CARE program that helps destitute women 
save money and start businesses.  Today, Swarasati sells 
sarees and also purchased a goat that is pregnant 
with twins.  With the money she has earned, Swarasati 
now has electricity for her one-room house and bought a 
fan and a bed.  She can also afford better food and visits 
to the health clinic for herself, her daughter and her 
mother-in-law.  Her mother-in-law says, “Her success 
is thrilling to me.  I am very proud and thankful.”  

Widow fulfills her dream  
of education for her children

Her mother’s hard work means  
she has hope for the future

Young mother’s growing business means 
a better life for her family
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FAST FACTS

•  As a result of the Taliban’s ban on girls’ education, 
millions of girls were deprived of schooling for at least 
five consecutive years (1996-2001).  

•  Of the 876 million illiterate adults in the developing 
world, two-thirds are women; in Afghanistan, only 21 
percent of women can read and write.

•  CARE supports girls’ education projects in 34 countries.

FAST FACTS

•  Women and girls make up 75 percent of the poorest 
people in the world today; in Guatemala, of the poorest 
10 percent of the population, 75 percent are women.

•  Women produce half the world’s food, but own only one 
percent of its farmland.

•  CARE has economic development projects in 39 
countries.

•  More than 17 million women in Bangladesh are poor  
and destitute.

•  In Bangladesh, 82.8 percent of the population lives on $2 or 
less a day.

•  CARE economic development projects assist approximately 
800,000 people, 90 percent of them women.
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