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Nepal
Earthquakes

OVERVIEW 

THIS IS NEPAL’S WORST EARTHQUAKE IN MORE 
THAN 80 YEARS.
On April 25, a 7.8-magnitude earthquake hit Nepal around 80 
kilometres from the capital Kathmandu. Just two weeks later the 
country was rocked by a second major 7.3 magnitude earthquake.

According to the government of Nepal 8,500 people lost their lives, 
over 20,000 were injured and more than 700,000 houses were 
damaged or destroyed.

The coming monsoon season is putting additional pressure on the 
urgent need to provide assistance to the victims of the earthquakes 
and it is now a race against time to provide shelter, food and 
sanitation services. 

Many affected areas are extremely remote, having no road access 
even in normal circumstances and many of the previously usable 
roads are now cut off by landslides.

CARE HAS LAUNCHED AN APPEAL OF $40 MILLION TO PROVIDE 
EMERGENCY RELIEF AND LONG-TERM RECOVERY. IT TAKES $250 
TO PROVIDE A MONTH’S WORTH OF FOOD FOR A FAMILY AND $220 
TO PROVIDE A FAMILY WITH EMERGENCY SHELTER.

FACTSHEET

Shelter Specialist Tom Newby in Nepal

“  Our biggest priority now is to 
make sure we get people through the 
monsoon safe and dry.”  

HOW CARE IS RESPONDING 
SINCE THE TWO DEVASTATING EARTHQUAKES THAT HIT NEPAL 
ON 25 APRIL AND 12 MAY CARE HAS REACHED OVER 23,000 
PEOPLE WITH FOOD, EMERGENCY SHELTER AND HYGIENE ITEMS,

CARE PLANS TO REACH A TOTAL OF 100,000 OF THE MOST 
VULNERABLE PEOPLE, IN SOME OF THE REMOTEST AREAS OF NEPAL, 
WHO REMAIN BLOCKED OFF FROM AID.

Women and children have been the most impacted by the earthquake. 
Many women in the rural areas no longer have access to healthcare with 
health centres and access roads destroyed.

CARE is distributing reproductive health kits that include safe birthing kits, 
essential medicines and supplies for birthing attendants.

An estimated 126,000 pregnant women affected by the devastating 
earthquake in Nepal are in urgent need of health services and an additional 
14,000 women are expected to give birth in Nepal in the next month.

Parsa

Bara

Rautahat Sarlahi
Mahottari

Dhanusha
Siraha

Sindhuil

Dolakha

Rasuwa

25 April 2015
7.8 MAGNITUDE

12 May 2015
7.3 MAGNITUDE

Sindhupalchok

Kabhrepalanchok

Lamjung

Manang

Gorkha

Dhading Nuwakot

Kathmandu
Bhaktapur

Lalitpur

Tanahu

Ramechhap

Okhaldhunga

Udayapur

Chitawan 

Makawanpur

India

China

May 2015

© Prashanth Vishwanathan/CARE

 8,500+ 
people killed

 17,000+ 
people injured  

 700,000+  
homes destroyed 
or damaged
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BENEFICIARIES: ALMOST 14,000

PEOPLE HELPED: OVER 23,000

THE DEATH TOLL FROM THE 
EARTHQUAKE IS NEPAL’S 
HIGHEST ON RECORD WITH 
OVER 8,500 PEOPLE KILLED.

OVER 700,000 HOMES 
HAVE BEEN DAMAGED OR 
DESTROYED WHICH IS THE 
EQUIVALENT TO THE ENTIRE 
CITY OF LAS VEGAS BEING 
MADE HOMELESS.

(OCHA figures as of 18 May: http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHANepalEarthquakeSituationReportNo.16%2818May2015%29.pdf )


