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1 For more information on CARE’s VSLA model: http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/11/27/an-inclusive-emerging-economy-with-africa-in-the-lead/?_r=1  
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Hamdi and her five siblings were abandoned by her 
parents when she was six years old, shortly after they 
had fled fighting in their hometown for Mogadishu, the 
capital city of Somalia. Hamdi and her siblings were left 
to fend for themselves in an internally displaced 
persons’ camp with her oldest sister becoming the only 
mother they know. Hamdi attended school briefly but 
stopped after grade one when the school was shut for 
lack of funds. Hamdi began washing clothes for other 
families to help support herself and her siblings. In 
November 2014, through community outreach, Hamdi’s 
sister heard about the new CARE primary school 
opening in their camp. Excited, she immediately made 
Hamdi quit her job, and enrolled Hamdi and three of 
her siblings back in school despite the fact that they 
were supporting the family with daily income.  Hamdi, 
now 12, is at the top of her class and is excited about 
being a student again and learning new things. She 
dreams of becoming a doctor to be able to help other 
people. 
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