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Key Messages

The Need Safely managing sanitation in informal urban settlements is difficult,
especially in schools, where facilities must be sex-segregated, hygienic, durable, and used
by a large number of students. A trial of PSSD of ‘dry toilets’ was conducted in 20 schools
in Nairobi, Kenya in 2015. Results from the first year of the trial indicated that PSSD may
provide a low-cost alternative to government standard services with comparable or
superior resultslll. However, the withdrawal of PSSD in five of the six public schools of the
trial in the following years (2017 and 2018) indicates regulatory and financial challenges
for public schools and a need to provide support and guidance to school-level decision
makers, for whom such services may be suitable.

The Study Key informants interviews (n=37) with school representatives (e.g., head
teachers, boards of management, owners, directors, caretakers, and champion teachers)
were carried out in the six public and four private primary schools originally enrolled in
the trial to receive PSSD. Interviews took place in July and August 2018 — roughly three
years after the start of the trial. Interview questions and prompts were designed to
explore the key drivers and barriers for continuing to receive or withdrawing from PSSD.
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Next Steps Current guidelines for school WASH in Kenya do not address PSSD. In the next year, SWASH+ partners
and the Government of Kenya will develop guidelines, which outline how schools can procure, monitor, and maintain
PSSD. Findings from this qualitative research study will be used to aid the development guideline recommendations.




